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2/ Abstract:

1.Introducing the subject of the study:

The study deals with the field of research: introducing the most important centers
of the maritime jihad movement in the Maghreb, which played an effective role in the
military confrontations that took place on the northern and southern shores of the
Mediterranean during the two centuries (10-11 AH / 16-17 AD), this period that witnessed
an intense conflict between the Islamic East, led by The Ottoman Empire on the one hand,
and the Christian West led by the European coalition whose formation was supervised by
the papacy in Rome, headed by Pope Pius V, on the other hand. Where did the Maghreb
maritime jihad movement emerge as a global force in the Islamic-Christian conflict,
carrying the slogan of Islamic solidarity, which made it play an honorable role alongside the
Ottoman Empire in repelling many Euro-Christian campaigns at the regional and global
levels. These contributions demonstrated at the same time the strength of the Maghreb
maritime jihadist centres. , which in turn represented the protective shield and striking
hand for the Ottomans in this bitter conflict.

The importance of the topic stems from the nature and importance of the events
that Maghreb history witnessed during this period, which coincide with the Maghribins
adoption of the idea of maritime jihad against the enemies of Islam, which brought these

countries into history from its widest gates. Therefore, the study sought to shed light on this
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honorable aspect of the history of the Maghreb countries. The talk, through a serious
search for the most important Maghreb centers that were the starting point for jihadist
operations against the Oro-Christian campaigns, This is according to an archival approach
that relies more on important notebook documents selected through the researcher’s
research into various archives, such as the Algerian National Archives Center, the Ottoman
Archives in Istanbul, and the Tunisian and Moroccan Archives.

Thus, the study will be a documentary archival study that shows the legitimacy of
maritime jihad and its study within its temporal and spatial frameworks, and refutes the
allegations and prejudices adopted about this issue by the writings and memoirs of
prisoners, clerics, travelers, Western consuls...etc., and those who quoted them and
adopted their ideas.

2. Objectives of the study topic:

This study aims to present an eloquent logic about the motives and historical
circumstances that were behind the escalation of the Maghreb maritime jihad operations,
and to provide all the historical and objective evidence of its legitimacy, while highlighting
the inevitability of the Mediterranean circumstance that led the Maghribins to deliver
devastating blows to the Christian countries of Europe.

The researcher studied this topic based on a number of archival documents,
which provided her with valuable informations indicating that the Ottomans did well in
reviving the Ottoman-style Maghreb maritime activity, in an exploratory attempt to
monitor the stages of the Maghreb-European rivalry and the circumstances of the military
and political conflict between the countries of Europe and the Maghreb countries. Which
stood as a stumbling block to European ambitions.

The study also aims to demonstrate the extent of the steadfastness and
contribution of Maghreb jihadist centers in repelling the European campaigns that targeted
them throughout the two centuries (10-11 AH/16-17 AD). It is inevitable to say that this
study has sought to contribute to enriching Algerian and Maghreb libraries by attempting

to present a scientific study. An academic history that deals with the subject of
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Mediterranean relations in the modern era according to an archival approach that may be
lacking in the drawers of these libraries.

3. The approach followed in the study:

The study did not stop only at recalling and collecting historical material, but
rather it came as an attempt to understand the phenomenon of maritime jihad in (Tripoli of
the West - Tunisia - Algeria - Al-Aqsa Morocco), using historical research methods
represented by the historical, descriptive, synthetic, analytical and statistical approach.
Based on the nature of the research topic, which requires the use of multiple approaches to
explore its overlapping historical events that differ in time and place.

There is no doubt that relying on these approaches is evident through the
researcher’s reliance on a serious reading of various historical documents and sources,
extracting the essence of historical events and facts from them, then describing and
analyzing them in a scientific historical analysis, and linking them sequentially and
objectively, away from subjectivity and individual judgments. This culminates in bringing
the research from its theoretical side to the applied side in the form of statistical data and
numbers recorded by some tables and graphs, which explain to some extent the numbers
of prisoners, spoils, ships, and the material and human losses caused by the naval wars
between the Maghreb and European fleets in many locations and the fierce battles
between the two parties.

4.Results:

After stating the goal of historical research methods in understanding the
historical phenomenon of maritime jihad by linking causes to causes and results to the
premises, the study concluded, after long research, the honorable and effective role of the
Maghreb naval centers in confronting the Euro-Christian campaigns and supporting the
Ottoman wars in Europe, where the Maghreb maritime jihad movement was able to
restore Balance for the region as it plays the role of protector of Muslims and defends their

domains against European attacks.
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We cannot fail to note that the period under study, which covers the two
centuries (10-11 AH/16-17 AD), is considered one of the most prominent periods of
maritime jihad during the modern era, given that it is the period of Maghreb steadfastness
in the face of repeated Euro-Christian campaigns on the coasts of the Maghreb, thanks to
the Maghreb fleet carrying out campaigns. A confrontation suddenly and unexpectedly
breaks the power of the European fleets. Therefore, the Maghreb Maritime Jihad
Foundation has come to occupy a central position within the structures of Maghreb
society, given its direct impact on the atmosphere of Maghreb-European relations on the
one hand and its repercussions on the aspects of political, economic and social life in the
Maghreb countries on the other hand.

In order to explain the motives and historical circumstances that drove maritime
jihad activity during this period, the study demonstrated the legitimacy of the term
“maritime jihad” adopted in Islamic studies, in contrast to the terms “piracy” and “sea
banditry,” which were adopted by the prejudices of Western writings, which did not
envisage Scientific accuracy in determining the appropriate terminology for this activity,
but rather fell into the use of terms with different legal concepts and dimensions that are
still a matter of controversy between Arab and Western historians to this day.

It goes without saying that the umbrella of the Ottomans was the backbone on
which the activity of the Maghreb naval centers was based, after the Ottoman Empire
extended its influence over Algeria, Western Tripoli and Tunisia, which authorized its
sultans to provide broad powers to the Mujahideen of the Maghreb according to royal
decrees, to move towards many European regions, whether to participate With the
Humayunid fleet in the wars of the Ottoman Empire in Europe and supporting the
persecuted Muslims of Andalusia and transporting them to the safe land of the Maghreb
coast, or by providing military aid to repel the aggression of European attacks on the
Maghreb coasts and Ottoman bases.

5/ key words:
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